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i ‘ The xev^€0er is 

1 tor of Th^ Washington Bosfs. 

’.editXfrial^age. 

Alien .Drury has put to- 
gether an extremely inter- 
esting hook^about the Nixon 
administration, and its rela- 
tive neglect by those of us 
who write about Washington 
jtolitica.is a comment on our 
own peculiar focus. One 
aaysT^put together** becaiuse 
the bulk of thia book ct m* 
l^scs more than 50 attrib^ 
II t e;d intervlewa-T^mostly 
Vwlth>adminis oflldils 
jmd including two with the 
IPresidenU-ancl a number of 
talks , with unidentified per- 
sons who, often enoufjSi, are 
yeadfly , identifiable. The 
neglect, I think, has some- 
thing to do with the fact 
this is unlOrtddden 
llftilt and a bit ovenlpe at 
It is authorised, on- 
thsfrracos^^ outdoud stuff 
lahbh firom iiiterviews con- 
duct^ around a ago, 
I.eoimted auinen>as pas- 
uges tiliat would have been 
alf^ver the news had they 
behh pried out of the admin- 
under adversary 
eoh<htlon$ and suited to our 
idea of Thus, for 

^xanusde, the Deputy Attor- 
»y his 

■accomrttshmehts w it h 
Drury: 

.,/Thas e e^ii lUiisrtarian 
^mplaht about 
are dt^ 

neaggi^ art 

M 'W-M of these 
Klottta , . these 

^OU haip^tod^ft with 
^ and 

slKo^r 

sgty ahead and 
, You can't do it 

opportunistic, 
r^ed bastards," 

■ Gidfe Ctetl . 


utes (rather than four), to re-^ 
spond tp^ its welcome in, 
1969, and how an Idaho Re- 
publican^^ Senator Jordan, 
had got sore when the Vice 
President innocently in- 
quired as to how he was 
go.hg to vt^te on thg 
interpreting it — ' o d dl y 
enough — as some kind 
of pressure, and how it all 
was really downhill from 
there in the Senate so that 
he wrote that one off and 

• went back to the Executive 
Branch. There are such solid 
men as Arthur Burns and 
David Packard speaking 
fraricly knd indiscreetly on 
thsdr difficulties with the 

i Nixon White House staff. 

• There is Secretary Rogers 
expressing an opinion that 
the early Soviet-Egyptian vi- 
olations of the Middle East 
cease fire had a stabilizing 
effect “because now Egypt 
has better equipment, while 
Israel is content with the ad- 
vantage over Egypt which 
the equipment we provided 

' has given her.” And there i.s 
Mr. Nixon giving away 
much more than seems ei- 
ther necessary or wise in ad 
vance of ar. event that cuuid 
conceivably occur as a con- 
sequence of his own policy: 

. . if South Vietnam goes 
Communist in spite -of all 
weVe done, then commu- 
nism will indeed be the 
wave of the future in Asia ” 
.^Actually, the fact that 
Drury, by his own account, 
was embarked on a project 

. “basically friendly to the 
President” serves the reader 
well. True, he has a pretty 
high threshhold forihliated 
tales, self-flattery and self 
promotion. (The 'prize in this; 
category would hav^* to 
to the minuterby^niinute ac- 
count of how thi^^feresJleptX 
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Beybn^ vtta Is, r 

think, « i'dpu^ght, advan- 
tage to the 

put between ihevint^^ 
and their imMtotion In this 
book. Itoiry Ms fixed in 
ambbr a pqil;icularly inter- 
esting monwpnt in* the his^ 
tory Hof the' Nixon Bjdminie* 
tration. For it was a time of 
turmoil and transitlbn—mld* 
winter of 1970-71. The adr 
ministratioii was craiiing;. ; 
up for the preaentatioh xrf a 
new, "revotatlonary ** domes- 
tic program in Congr^iw, ^ 
was trying " to salvage cer- 
tain other legislation that 
had got caugkt in session^ 
end chaoe on the Hill. And 
all this was taking place in 
the wake of what it Insisted 
on describing as « “victory” 
in the s«yag* fiiU; elections, 
a. *Xictor3^1iik^^ 
ers--to ‘hoiToiig^m '' 

White House 

haps the greatest since the < 
Saxons* tttwijih 
in 1060. So was mutdbt 
selMoubt and Boiieh self-exf 
amlnatiiMi and much self7 
iuM^ifijcalleii, «mI Diii^'g in: " 
lerviews cateh a good bit oft 
this, a)Mg wfm inte^ 
play between the* aidSnint^ . 
tration and its B^blican ' 
coiteagues In Coni^ 

If there is M abiding 
theme thkt rung through 
these opiwersations it Is one 
of r.;grie»a^ ^ \^a0 ■ 

uq^j 4|1]| these'^'%^p,c4 
things^ an■d^^They^30ire^^ 
get us.. T1iey^:woh^^^ be|p: 
They wonrt ^ve ^ credit 
They will only , b|bck 
snipe and iindermi^nei 
;**Th^*, is :a:,li^®^^cempbs: ^ , 
ite monster-^pici press, 
part Cxwgress part bu- 
reaucrat, and^theri^a^e sev- 
eral things tfj:j^:a^ about 
the ^dixdni^^hMm-s re- 


,the Nixon Afimlnistrat ion. 


ft isthal 
■qf truth 
iloaiV r<»m- 

■fi - 

^_ioreV"wQrthy' 

Ji,^;Carry' ' ioutv' The 
^|I^S. from ihefirs^, 
what c' ^ is 
;:^^.,after all .a fa- 
' nmng condi- 
#^>whd Xun thb 
mt; The ' third is 
Nixon administra- 
igrffjudgihg from its wit- 
these intendews and 
t;:its general behavior, 
l^rmitted itself to be- 


come .obsessed with- and '.im- 
mobilized 65? . the pr^lcm to 
7 a far gireat«i^degre«^ its 
predeqessc}$^ ^did apd 'with 
far greatel^ iresuUi^ self- 
damage.. - ■ ■ 

■ One drawsi*. the last of 
these conclusioqs bearing 

in mind thfei,pen<mant 
# thje .Kennedy administra- 
tion to blame the ^bureau- 
cracy” arid the Congress for 
lU fordfen policy and do- 
.mesjir f^iures respectively 
' and ir ii full and painful 
recollection of the Johnson 
administration’s particular 
regard for the press. But 
.h^re we ^are dealing with 
^something far more; driven 
and all cbntroilingv Again 
a’ria again t imoughbut^^is 
bopk there runs the refrain 
about how ‘^e’- are hated 

( anil systematically mis- 
treated and, Iiow '“we” don’t 

care, “we;* i*ekny, really 
don’t. Thoi ’ is something at 
sad and alarming in 
,tlus ‘preoccupation;^ it is 
.%)^veaied mqst precisely in 
^'the Presidenrs lengthy ram- 
I biinga on the subject: 

‘ , -Th e press? , ... . I probably 
the,v press more 
and am less affected 
it than any other Presi- 
' ' 1 have a very cool de- 

' /tachment .about it . . . Fm 
.2U)F like Lyndon as regards 
..never get 
. 1 have one of 

J 9 and unfair 

r.efJx' iiS3i any President 
■ I’ve dcvel- 

' v. ; . ihi lo -rtxphical a t U- 
f-Ivcr.t it. . , . I have 
a publisher, 

* rJi's'l <in editor, never 
i. . ’ - on the oai - 

t ihiiJ’t are. And y -u 
Tlii'u s what irlu- 
now . . . that*s what ir.akc%v 
: ’em. J just don’t can . 

T just don'*t raise the root 
with *cm. And that gets ’em 

. . . There are some people , 
you know, tTiey think the 
way to be a big man is to 
shout and stomp and raise 
hell— and theft nothing ever 
really happens. T’m not like 
that, with the staff or With 
the press. I never shoot 
blanks ... You read the 
Kennedy press conference 
and see how soft and gentle 
they w'ere with him, ani 
then you read mine. J m vg r 
get any easy question.s - and 
I don’t w^ant any ... 1 ran 
tell you this ... as long os 
I am in this office, the piess 


-I .'a»* 
ne\ i 
r*-‘ . ; 
ca 
7H^' 

Vn.- 


(^V c & o 


S t c. 

X O .Sj 



I 


i:^lrin£•: incident iirvolving youiig_ 
dep-ioxistrators st Saji jogs (.29 Ccz 70) 
ijinoia clirabed on top of linousirie aiid gs^e 
peace sign, sajing "ihatV: itaat tns;r_hate 
see.'-' Ufxl'ises this file 'i_ian Jose j 
pi Oct 70.; 

Keagani "Ue i,oizon and ieaganj gave 
then the peace sign bad: through the 
^car';'j uinclou, because not:ing 

infuriates the: laorc. , .ihosariiner this 
file [San Jose ! 1 i.ov 70, filed .oinon.) 
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' • "- vV,-fe%,enxiitted 

the- 

'was;' “ho^« ■■ 
theme that 
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others 


■ ^VJaya ' at. th^^slp6f 
xv preoccupatiop^.vij^at hds45^i’-, , 

i^geceives a» a‘ tio^Wiontip'febhuSu as Mrs. Vlrglma 
forward or' to 's.^ak ctlhvir#^';- 
.i^^ tlons deariygor' to en|.'i^V. ’V 
not In nanae calling arid 're-f ; 
sentment' but, Im^ctiv^aivd 'It 
,j- open effort. (#^half.io£ b‘. 

. fnwhat; It ,ttinkips}^hSitll#b; 


jboth Mr, X utju>cu t?n a concern 

fhif congresiion^i^esi^^^ the challenge and sub- 

^ T<e«icratie fabstlitty. taward\' ‘ >t.ance of what they are 

-(^oing. The prevailing im- 
.pi^ssion ^ one of a White 
;^pus^ .staff withdraw n . re- 
•sehtfat .-practicing ‘ its -m’ 
rnarkable efficiencies ./and 
'boas ting.;' of theni)? wntV e^r 
* -^.1 ’concern for ‘their 

the otiiside 


Knauer of the White House 
Staff and Williah; *Ruckel- 
shaus of the Ei^vjfonmental 
Protection Agency are 
among the relatively rare 
. birds who come through in 
this book as (dominated by 
and focused .on a concern 






Km resting on an. grate ob|^‘; .'> 


■was .V atrn^— - . 

loo, focll^|nce,-!hy'V t was put in mind of 

. P.'Moynil^Si fOtiwa ^rn-.utm. wlicriea 
to Iteury'-tl^'thei^ H ii* i'i'teis %<f act swr 

‘ ‘d ' th»t , 

'Iiot^ 'get; ^ issue or^.Chat— tfonly 

pttsl4i|g"'^"^E interfering, cabJe-del- 

’foreign . .minfetrles 


♦hut 


would leave them alone. But 
the del- 

paw. lounge is .not the 
mtl'himseU did“5 hot sefin^^ samp thin.cr n/vhj«xn«cf 


jpfeforvthi^;^ 

, |tt;^ths ^tfT' ^Vividynilian ' ' 
■ ■ 'irr# p % c f s e 1 y , on ' this 
yihous Republican ' coil^r,es- 

’:«iohal- cpiuplaintin tho boblt 
.Is • ' ^ regi&tered^the White 
/ H.ouseis refii^afio level wath 
jthe;pubI^;'Uts^^^^^ 'or its^ 

I t^ntiai Hi ngi*e.^;5 ,iits 


jsame thing as achieving 
mihiinally safe and stable 
i relationships among nations, 
being rather easier to come 
’by and, relatively, of Httle 
or no value. Just so, tlie ex- 
asperation of the Nixon ad- 
ministration as expressed so 
•eems misplaced and off the 
consistently in this book 
point. The press, the con^ 
gress, the bureaucracy— it is 
as If Drur>’s subjecU were 
sayinir they could do a 
cracker) ack job of govern- 
ing a democracy, If only the 
i government and the demoC' ' 
racy would go away., | 
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